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5/EXODUS PARASHAS BESHALACH 16/24 —17/1

) The House of Israel called it manna. It was like corzander seed lt was white, and it tasted
like a cake fried in honey. oses said, “This is the thing that HASHEM has commanded: A full

omer of it shall be a safekeeping for your generations, so that they will see the food with which

! fed you in the Wilderness when I took you out of Egypt. @Moses said to Aaron, “Take one
Jar and put a g

I omer of manna into it; place it before HASHEM for a safekeeping for your
generations.’ As HasHeM had commanded Moses, Aaron placed it before the Ark of
Testimony for a safekeeping. 35 The Children of Israel ate the manna for forty years, until their

arrival in an inhabited land; they ate the manna until their arrival at the border of the land of
Canaan. 3¢ The omer is a tenth of an ephah,
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Or HaChaim poses three questmns 1s on this verse:
73" iR ny1h Py — We need to understand why [Moshe] said, This is“the thing” that HASHEM
has commanded, Why did henot simply say, this is what HASHEM has commanded...?
nyty My Y ~ We also need to determine R ARIN MR M7 ity — to whom Moshe in-

X structed this command. Who among the Jewish people was supposed put away an omer of manna
for a safekeeping?  YWINY DN} ~ If X‘gu will suggest that Moshe was speaking to Aharon, X3
# M P R 93 08 ik — we will not accept that suggestion, because immediately afterward,
[the verse] says, Moshe said to Aharon, Tuke one jar... Tividently, Moshe's current statement was not
addressed to Aharon, To whom then was 1t addressed?

9iyy — Furthermore, N3y &i1 01370 997 — I see here, in these two verses, a repetition of the
ésame matter! In this verse, Moshe says, a full omer of it shall be a safekeeping for your generations, and}

in the next verse, he repeats, put a full omer of manna into it... for a safekeeping for your generations.
%Ey Z_ﬁ__’(fMoshe repeat the same command two times?

Or HaChaim offers an approach that resolves all these questions:
71§7)) — It would appeartome 9770 ny %y X ngh npya ¥ — that Moshe’s intent was along these
lines: First, he relayed to the people the exact words of Hashem’s prophecy:. N5 Wy my 1wix 1270 ny
"\ V7 —This 18 the thing that [HASHEM] has commanded: A full omer of it shallbea safekeeping.
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35. nxa~1y — Until thezr arrival, The verse speaks of two
arrivals: to an inhabited land, which is Eretz Yisrael proper,
and to the border of the land of Canaan, which is the east
bank of the Jordan. This is how Rashi defines the two
terms; others reverse the definitions.

The manna stopped falling on the seventh of Adar, when
Moses died, before the people had crossed the Jordan.

rom then on, remnants of it remained in their vessels and
they continued to eat the leftover manna until the sixteenth

 of Nissan, when they were in the Land and they were able
to eat its produce (Kiddushin 38a)
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What is startlmg about the Mon is that we are meant to relate to _

[the omer] and put it away for safekeeping, 1nmp$ 2P i N5 13y — nor did He tell me the exact {
procedure for taking it,  inp3 Dipy MK X5 0} — and He also did not tell me where it should be
placed, =i K5y 25 1 "0 Ry wavyn X ) Kpy — Rather, these exact words, A full omer of it

shall be a safekeeping for your generations, emanated from Hashem’s mouth and He did not explain it
@ tome further.” Then, in the next verse, Moshe interpreted Hashem's words: “JJ 7% g 1R —
Moshe said to Aharon, Take one jor and put o full omer 07 ‘manna info tt; place it before HASHEM for o
safekeeping for your generations. Moshe understood on his own that it was Aharon who was to take the

’rJ omer, put it in a jar, and place it before Hashem.
) Or HaChaim now explains that Moshe derived all these specifics from the instruction of Hashem that

for your generations. 1P M 1 1% Ny — But, he said, “Hashem did not tell me who should takez

thhe omer shall be “a safekeeping”:

By nyT 77y voy — With the wisdom of a wise person, [Moshe] accurately determined what
Hashem meant. D773y niv “npwny” Wi 3 — Moshe analyzed his prophecy and under:

that the term “a safekeeping” is open to two interpretations. Since this term can be accurately

explained in two ways, Moshe determined that Hashem meant both, "nim !:'ﬁm —~ Thisisbasedon
arule of the Torah that ~ nmwiyaa obpw o e Saon mrmw b — a word that is open to two

this experience, and pattern our lives after those who ate it. The proof )
for this appears towards the end of the parshah, “i M3 MWK 7277 7
SR *NPIRT TR DA77 DX IR (Y0P 0mMMT? nwnk 1 1w K9 -
0187 YIRD DONR *K*XN12 92792 ~ This is the matter that Hashem has !
commanded: A full omer of it shall be a keepsake for your generations, .
so that they will see the food with which I fed you in the wilderness when
I took you out of the land of Egypt” (Shemos 16:32). Moshe Rabbeinu
then instructed Aharon HaKohen, who placed the tzinzenes haMon,
the jar of Mon, “NBWnY N1TYR *39% — Before the Testimony, as a keep-

sake” (16:34). It was placed in the Kodesh HaKadoshim, “nanwnb
DMNT? ~ As a keepsake for your generations”
/_J Rashi states that the tzinzenes haMon was preserved in order to be

equally accurate meanings n;:v:':_l 5% tan — is, in fact, understood as intending both meanings,
Xyin oo nps v — for which of [the two] can you exclude?®

Or HaChaim presents both implications of “a safekeeping”;

B 277 Wt — These are the two ways to understand what Hashem meant when He said that the
{\omer shall be “a safekeeping”: sy 19 nwnb Tmsn — The fivst way is that the omer should be

placed in an area that will protect It from contracting fumah. 1 ram

is that the omer should be placed in an area that will protect it from theft.
Since both definitions are accurate, Moshe determined that Hashem wanted the omer of manna to be

guarded both from theft and tumah. In order to fulfill both of the: i

manna be put in a jar and placed in the Ohel Moed, Or HaChaim first explains how Moshe knew _tb_at
the manna should be placed in the Ohel Moed:

i — The second way

When Yirmiyahu rebuked the people, asking why they were not
involved in Torah, the people would say, “If we set aside our work
and involve ourselves in Torah, from where shall we receive our
livelihood?” He took the j the jar of Mon out for them. He said to them,

written, ¢ Hear"’ but rather, “See!” “In this manner, your forefathers

shown to Klal Yisroel in the. days of Yirmiyahu, and used as a mussar
has[yez‘{,{ a demonstration of the level of bitachon Klal Yisroel should
attain. Rashi writes:

~ “See for yourselves the “word of Hashem!” (Y_l{gllx{}}gﬂ%él); 1t is not



... Or HaChaim has explained how Moshe knew that Hashom wanted

Ty bpixa WaYED DR M T Mmby 133 — With regard to the concern of theft, [Moshe] said
to himself that the manna should be placed in the Okel Moed, which is a guarded area. oY by
By onng biipy 19wy nipn — Furthermore, [the Okel Moed] is the place where essential [items]
of the Jewish people are placed, N Y9m i — such as the Torah and the sac i
vessels™  nintty nixya? 11 yon e 989 NG UewRy 53 1 B3 ty ~ It therefore follows that
e jar of manna should be guarded there ag well, for it too is a vesse] w is to teach
a matter that Hashem wanted to demonstrate to future generations.™ o3 M Ny 1
"yt — Hashem did this as well with Aharon’s staff (Bamidbor 17:25)"0 mip vy ninm — and
with the firepans of the assembly of Korach (ibid. v. 3).7 Since these items taught a lesson to future
generations, they too were kept in the Mikdash. 71 wnb» tngb my mY) — On account of this
rationale, [Moshe] told Aharon to place [the jar of manna] before HASHEM — in the Ohel Moed,

Qr HaChaim now explains how Moshe knew what type of wessel should be used for the manna;
IS NIRRT IS TUSIL A T ~ With regard to guarding the manna from tumah, [Moshe] said

PhatAharon should take one jar, which would protect the manna from tumah. b Y1y — In identify-

ing what type of jar Moshe was referring to, [our Sages], of blessed memory, said (Mechilta to v. 33)

that 1oy yrwn sy g M3¥3¥ — the word nyway implies a [utensil] that insulates (y* ) its inte-

lor from the tumah of another item outside of i, b ¥23 sump — This refers to an earthenware

sel, which contracts tumakh only through its interior,? 69 Woy Snn Mayy Y3y —~ Therefore, it

there is a cover fastened to it, it, and all that is inside of it, remains ¢ehor™ In order to ensure that
€ manna would remain tafior, Moshe told Aharon to put the manna into a sealed earthenware jug,

; the manna put into a sealed
?arthenware Jug and placed before Hashem in the Ohel Moed. He now explains how Moshe knew that

_:Ewas Aharon’s responsibility to carry out this command:

. "n';m'y" T0I83 1 9270 DyRY 5 B8 Yt — We have explained that [Moshe] inferred these two
details — that the manna be put into a sealed earthenware

jug and that the jug be placed in the Ohel
fgoed ~ from the command of Hashem, when He told him that an omer of manna shall be @ safekeep-
g

Ohel Moed, he further deduced that Aharon be the one who should take the manna and place it in
the Ohel Moed, WIRK3 NWRI 1050 X D — since [Aharon] is the primary Kohen who serves in the
kdash, where the manna was to be stored, 5% Wi 1N 1151 — On account of these deduc-
7tions, Moshe said to Aharon, “Tuke one [sealed earthenware] jar and put o full omer of manna into it}
Place it before HASHEM [in the Ohel Moed] for a safekeeping [from theft and tumah], for your generations,”

N¥7 I8 — Or perhaps, [the Torah] means as follows: [
initially received this prophecy from Hashem, 1053 S oy 700 Sxen W07 170 — he im-
mediately presented it to the Jewish people exactly as he had heard it from God, Most Figh.
TPV Yen i ~ However, the prophecy was lacking some pertinent information, oy NEIYRM

27 nmyy BipvA pan NivEx — such as who is to carry out these instructions, the place where the
mapna should be put, and the place where the jar holding the manna should be placed,  x%)

niys m »1 — Therefore, [Moshe] did not know what to do, Y byp MR MNAY 1Y — until a
segond prophecy came to him, __ynipsp 128) ~ and clarified his uncertainties, After receiving
the second prophecy, Moshe told Aharon: Tuke one jar zng omer of manna_into if; place it
before HASHEM ... " 55 11 my Wik hoynn nioa ik R — A

! ccording to this explanation, we
can easily understand what [the Torah] means when, at the end of this occurrence, it says (v. 34)~

00 WAOse purpose 0

Y3p¢3 NPWnR % — When [Moshe]

4As HASHEM had commanded Moshe. @A™y — This means that _9n 12 2Wnn XY — you should
not think in your mind #1293 mwqin DPXY on 2 — that the details that are not explicit in
the command of Hashem,

D213 9w ooy — which are the three details I have mentioned,
15ty drxyn g — Moshe determined on his own, %1 13 N9 — For, in fact, it is not so, by
“Tigha YIS 1 myY Wpisa" — Rather, even the details were as HASHEM had commanded Moshe; o
rr o by — the entire prophecy emanated from the mouth of the Most High.

 Beksku: - R

Indeed, even when it cannot be physically shown to them, Klal
Yisroel are supposed to look towards the Mon, and it is to serve as a
mishmeres in every single generation. The Jewish people are instrugté:i
to adopt a lifestyle patterned after that of the ochlei haMon.

The Torah tells us from the outset why Bnei Yisroel were fed the
Mon: “X? BX *NMN2 702 NOIR b — So I may test them; will they follow
My, Torah or not?” (Shemos 16:4). The experience of the Mon was to
define Klal Yisroel as the Am HaTorah, the people of the Torah, Indeed,
%Chazal tell us, “The Torah was only given to those that I;aﬁqok of :'Ehe

Mon.”The Mon, therefore, was a prerequisite for Kabbalas HaTorah. In
what way did the Mon prepare Klal Yisroel for receiving the Torah?
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15 N s o0 17y — Now that Moshe determined that the manna shall be placed i ey
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to arrange for the sustenance of those who fear Him
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the Mon served as a mishmeres ldoroseichem, a keepsake for your

generations.
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Rabbemu Bachya (16:33) deduces an additional insight from

this pasuk. The mann was placed right next to the sefer Torah to
symbolize that when a person chooses a profession with.which to

support himself and his family, it should preferably be one that will
keep him close to Torah.

A person’s place of employment, office surroundings, and
coworkers often put him in a situation which is antithetical to
Jorah. He feels he has no choice if he wants to advance in his
career and earn a comfortable salary. Therefore, from the words of
Rabbeinu Bachya we can learn that it is worthwhile for a person
to accept a lower-paying job with less opportunity for professional
and financial advancement and remain in the wholesome, pristine

. \_5__ B Die Viscua]

Bitachon
One of the primary messages of the Mon is bitachon: the trust and
conﬁdence thata person has that HaKadosh Baruch Hu w1ll care for

and collecting the Mon that had fallen during the small hours of the
morning. HaKadosh Baruch Hu could have caused the Mon to fall at
the entrance of the tent of every family, as indeed He did for the very
great tzaddikim. Instead, HaKadosh Baruch Hu caused the Mon to fall
only outside the encampment, an area of twelve square mil (Sotah 34a),
roughly twelve square kilometers. This means that most of the Jews
{( were required to walk a significant distance to collect their Mon.

The purpose of this was to impress upon the hearts of the Jewish
nation, the relationship between hishtadlus — the effort one exerts n
to make a livelihood, and parnasah — the livelihood itself. If a Jew /
refused to go out and collect the Mon, he would go hungry, and thlS§

demonstrated that it was necessary to make an effort to earn one’s
livelihood. Yet, it was equally obvious that the Mon did not. appear

i through any human endeavor. It was lechem min haShamayim, bread
from the Heavens, and no one could clalm that his effort had brought
the Mon to earth.

\(Q The relationship between hishtadlus and parnasah was to remain
the same even after the Mon ceased to fall, when Klal Yisroel would
enter Eretz HaKodesh and take the necessary steps to bring out the
lechem min haaretz, the bread from the earth. It is not man who cre-
ates the bread which he eats, but rather, HaKadosh Baruch Hu is the
One Who brings bread from the earth. Nevertheless, if man does
not take the time to plow and sow, he will not reap the harvest of
Hashem's bounty. Bitachon, trusting that HaKadosh Baruch Hu is the

Y only source of sustenance, is the basic lesson of the Mon; a principle
~ intended to guide Klal Yisroel throughout the ages.

Oné’s dedication to upholding the Torah even in difficult circum-
stances is severely compromised without bitachon. How can a person
be expected to let his land lie fallow in the Shmittah year? How is he
to leave his estate unguarded three times a year for the festivals in or-
der to make the ascent to Yerushalayim and appear before the Living
God, or take ma’aser, or any number of mitzvos that require a person
to rxsk his welfare or his life? Only if he realizes that all he possesses,

his health, and his life, have come to him from the Ribbono Shel
Olam, that he is sustained first and foremost by Him, only then will |
a person be truly free to direct his effort and energy towards fulfilling
the precepts of Hashem'’s Torah.
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34 As God had commanded Moshe at the first fall of the max;n; Aharox:
‘ — later on, when the ark with the Tablets of the Covenant was con-
structed — set the manna-container down.
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35 :
If a jug of mann was meant to serve as a reminder for future generations,

why was it to be kept in the Kodesh HaKodashim, to which only the Kohen
Gadol had access, and even he only-once a year?

~s This was in order to remind us of Hashem's great kindness to us in the wils

derness. The mann was so holy that it should not have been given to human

beings, but rather been kept exclusively in the holiest place, the Kodesh Ha-
Kodashim, which only the Kohen Gadol was allowed to enter on Yom Kippur.
Nevertheless, Hashem in His great mercy sent us the mann on a continuous
basis from heaven to sustain us, and it allowed us to attain great spiritual levels.

jzz Alternatively, some people think that a Jew’s parnassah is not.so import-
ant in Hashem's eyes, but in truth Chazal tell us that “a person’s sustenance is
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(as difficult [i.e. miraculous: see Rashbam, ibid.] as Krias Yam Suf’ (Pesachim
118a). Clearly, then, Hashem is as concerned with a Jew’s parnassah as He is
with his ruchniyus.

~PHence it says, “Deposit it before Hashem to be preserved for your genera-
tions,” to emphasize how important it is in Hashens eyes to make sure that a
Jew has parnassah, this being a matter on par with the Kodesh HaKodashim.

}S - BIRKAT HAMAZON BECHAVANAH | 191

pur Sages taught (Berachot 48b) that Moshe Rabbeinu
composed the text of this blessing when the manna was first
>("d&livered to the people of Yisrael in the wilderness. This blessing
is classified as a berachah arukah since it begins with the words
Baruch Atta Adonay and it repeats them at its end. The Bayit
Chadash (Siman 187) commented that really we ought to recite
the second blessing, thanking God for giving us the Land of
Yisrael, before this blessing thanking Him for our food. After all,
our food come§ from the land. Despite this, we recite the
blessings in this order since the first one was composed by Moshe

Rabbeinu whereas it was Yehoshua who composed the second
one.

8 There is logic to reciting the blessings in this order besides
their chronology. Harav YitZzchak Hutner (Pachad Yitzchak on
Chanuka 2:2) explained that the fuLndamental principle of the
mitzvah of Birkat Hamazon is lehodot, to express our gratitude to
God for what Heyhas given us. The term lehodot has two
meanings. One is to recognize and acknowledge the one who has
given of his wealth to another. The second meaning is to thank. It
is not possible to feel gratitude to someone else unless one
realizes and ackno;uledges that he has been given something for
which he owes thanks. Since a person’s natural tendency is to
believe that he earns his possessions through his own efforts and

talents, everyone must work to instill in his heart the belief that it
is God Who gives every person whatever he owns.
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36 , i
o }n the first blessing of Birkat Hamazon, we declare that we
recognize God as the One Who gives us life and all our human
needs. Once we recognize this, we proceed to the second
blessing and actually thank Him for al} the specific thiflgs that
He gives us. According to Harav Yitzchak Hutner, this same
formula is found in the blessing of modim in the Amidah. We first
acknowledge that God is our Master, and then we thank Him for

giving us life and everything else.
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The Kovetz Be'er Yochanan (page 21) points out a number of
important lessons contained in the words of the first blessing.
God’s essence is far above our conception. This is the meaning of
the verse (Tehillim 113:6), “ps) ouis ninG *beeien — He lowers
Himself to peer at the Heavens and the earth” - God is so high

/Mmwny  IW XYY am prinmd
that he must lower Himself to the same degree in order to see the : tnwr: g ]w:*? e S
Heavens as He does in order to see the earth. Despite His (% e mp [99R DR QWA M3 9
greatness and distance from our plane of existence, He :qraciou.sly ; 718 TWRD TOKY N 1033 mwy‘; .
bothers to give every living creature all its needs to survive, caring Rom NP0 MK 0PI .m0 DR M
for every detall : 3 WM WP PAY mownb [ i
This concept is encapsulated by the verses (ibid. 136:25, 26), “T120% X% 12 o3dY Dipnb mmbw nap 7

“faon BoipS *p o N i 11en Boiyh 3 s 59% onb jois — He gives
fot;d to all living things for His kindness is eternal. Give thanks to T e ¥
the God of Heaven for His kindness is eternal.” These are the final %‘_9 3271 2 wn
two verses of Hallel Hagadol, the exalted psalm of praise that we —————

recite at special occasions such as Shabbat and Yom Tov. The
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Or HaChaim addresses the plural usage of your generations: ]
o 11w ax — [Moshe] stated for your generations, in the plural form, to indicate two specific gener-

Talmud (Pesachim 118a) cites Rabi Yochanan explaining that this ations. ! 9y 13 ny ns — The jug of manna was brought out and shown to the Jewish people

the title Hallel Hagadol (the Great Praise) because it once during Yirmiyah’s generation, w{xenY'mlyah brought out the jar of manna to demonstrate that
Escheanshuis % . % : Im of Hashem provides nourishment for those who engage in Torah studyy" _ Kag ‘Phyy i nox] — The e
(states that God, despite His existence in the highest realm : other time will be in the future era of Mashiach, 5"1)13 — in line with the statement of [the

'7 Heaven, distributes sustenance to every living creature. It is Sages], of blessed memory, who said (Mecifilta tov. 33); ?Lﬂ‘??? m,gg;;!? an!‘;s‘ Y B T —

tion to even measure this_superb act of’ In the future, the Prophet Eliyahu, who will herald the arrival of Mashiach, will bring back three

beyond our concep things for the Jewish people, 15 5% oy X i ‘XY — and one of them is the jax of manna,™

\kiridnas. God constantly provides the needs of billions upon
illi i i the most giant E e~ ;
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In summary, the first blessing of Birkat Hamazon consists of NWITR Swa 1 R kb ' anon WP

our acknowledgment of two important principles. One is that God -~ DA TIIA WP M 12N YT D Xnw e by WWR DY TN

_ personally feeds and sustains every living being in His perfect | M KN IIKT 285 N IR mh imyn 5aw o pan navay
~j¢ manner. The second is that He continues to provide us our needs QW) w7 whnnw md e 2985 wem ,(0b 1o nmw) ~i 18 I

despite the fact that we have sinned and are undesenﬁEQ_; B :
L 2um 195 navavir Sw anmma man Y3 anore kY s men x5 ansn
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3% Harav Yechezkel Levenstein (Or Yechezkel Elul page 66)
‘taught: “Man's nature gives him the tendency to deny that
gverything that happensgt?omes from God, and therefore it is
_difficult to instill in one’s heart the firm belief that God does this.

stensibly, it seems that man earns or produces the things h
possesses by his own power. Unless he is shown that it is
otherwise, this is what he will believe, especially if he possesses
the trait of self-pride. How could he bring himself to admit that he : +9KN DK BY TRA 15 whnnw T A
is incapable of doing gnything without God’s assistance? — - T : i

~Z/"God gave us many ways to help us gain firm faith in His o RVp Nna nbwa nwp 13" A% M‘&'
Rrovidence. This is the entire purpose of the blessings we recite. ’ -

before and after eating or drinking. We declare e M oy -
that everything came to be through His Word. While I recited
Birkat Hamazon this morning, I came to the realization that its
entire text is a lesson in faith. Unfortunately, we have become
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accustomed to reciting it without giving a thought to its messages- 075 2V N "Bnn- DX KT ¥R? 0N Nwnb T umwn K9nY yraRn

[’ndieed, the goal of all our prayers is to instill in our hearts the fact np 1DWan nbvphna ‘1‘1.'!&5 nwn e aw ,{'l'hﬂ'? MRy IR DRTW mpm:l&.«
that man is totally dependent on God, that man has no power to 207 19Wn3 NMWRY 1N ,NIwnY 17 20b IMR_mm An e M N navay
do anything at all without God's assistance.” ’ - Imwnb wvn ®9 vhoa mank /R 5 Mver obwd bar iR wnb ’Y% xpwr 'Y
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Rav Levenstein added (ibid. Emunah page 65): Today, when I
recited Birkat Hamazon, the words struck me: “i%>s sbipn m¢ i

e S — — B . MIT% manY R Y5 Yy nan i ok Y7ina e nny nvb o nxen RS B.
& s 555 onb jnis s BwMM Sons jns isms — Who feeds the entire QIO TPTIWD PR RPATY 0w 1D YRwn M IRD W3 IR L0 IR X9
world through His goodness, graciously, kindly and mercifully. He 12°70 ‘P1,”RPMIAR I01BNA A3 ‘T 937 X7 8% WX 1 mvy onb xewmn
gives bread to all living creatures.” Do we realize this? Do we . ikl "ty R o= i - .
understand this fact that God gives every living creature its food, /nmn_mign men owh psn Ish owien wipa mwn en i nien npb
that if it was not for His Will it would be impossible to attain food? -l ms:x’ AN R N9 KUK Kp1T Bw s X Twy sk om 1’“‘)
Atijone o @okginot live by these piixifies & far rom heiads /0B TWRN. XA AW TN0a AXT DAy mRinY mmTh mmnw
believing Jgw even if he claims that he believes that God exists ‘ - > : B _
and that He created the world. Kom manY 'R Yo Yy avn i bwb awanw mnb qwen o7 Troa BRI I
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